What is an Ocean Mission

An ocean mission is where a crew of scientists go to sea o find our about
the animals and plants that live there. They take samples of the ocean anc_j
take it back to their lab. The seawater can tell them all sorts of information
about our world and how it may be changing over a period of time.
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SESAME is a 4-year European Union-funded

project designed to study the Mediterranean

and Black Sea ecosystems and their abilities to provide
goods and services with high societal importance, such as
tourism, fisheries and ecosystem stability through
conservation of biodiversity. The needs for consistent
information, together with the indispensable linking of natural
and socio-economic sciences, on these two ecosystems
have mapped out SESAME's research path. Both the
Mediterranean and Black Sea have been experiencing
intensive development and exploitation due to their strategic
geographical position, and are equally susceptible to human
pressures and climate change. SESAME has been suitably
created to assess the changes that have occurred in these
ecosystems over the last 50 years , while simultaneously
predict changes in the ability of the two seas to sustain
essential ecosystem functions in the next 50 years
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Dear Mr Scientist,

I am a student at Swindon
academy. All of us here have a lot of questions to ask
you about your journey and your discoveries along
the way.

We have heard about the bad news where the brand
new sampler crashed into the winch in which the
connection broke and now unfortunately it is at the
bottom of the sea. We also heard that you cannot
communicate with anyone because the satellite 15
experiencing problems.

Here are some of the questions that we would like to
ask you.

lﬂ i g > 'H/': o
terview b Profesror we are only talking about the oy Tl

How did you feel when the sampler hurtled to the
bottom of the ocean?

Are you proud with your progress so fur and your !
discoveries? ,

Yours sincerely, i

The students at Swindon Academy ,- et I Wanted ko know what is in the sea and what
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| Mediterranean wild fish are exposed
. to exotic viruses because of huge
quantities of imported feed-fish used
in tuna farming, says a report
launched by WWF. The global
conservation organization s
-  therefore asking the EV to urgently
ban the use of non-Hed‘iterranean
. fish as feed in tuna farming, Puring
| there capacity the tuna feeq
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