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            SESAME is a 4-year European Union-

funded project designed to study the Mediterra-

nean and Black Sea ecosystems and their abili-

ties to provide goods and services with high so-

cietal importance, such as tourism, fisheries and 

ecosystem stability through conservation of bio-

diversity.  

           The need for consistent information, to-

gether with the indispensable linking of natural 

and socio-economic sciences, on these two eco-

systems have mapped out SESAME's research 

path. Both the Mediterranean and Black Sea 

have been experiencing intensive development 

and exploitation due to their strategic geographi-



Making new friens... 

 

 

 

Plankton 
 

. 

Photo of the day 

 

This photo was taken in a Friday after-

noon when we had the extraordinary 

idea of making a stop on a desert island. 

So we decided to make scuba diving. I 

got lost from the group because I wanted 

to take picture of a red star fish.But what 

I didnôt know then was that the group 

was already finished when I came back 

and...they had already left and I  had re-

mained alone with my starfishé.during 

six long hours till they came back after 

me. It was funny but was famished and I 

decided that I wonôt  explore by myself 

anymore... 

Message in a bottle 

The scientists on board have used the ultra-

sounds and the infrasound to call the dol-

phins and the whales near the ship. Every-

one was able to have fun and to play with 

the dolphins which stayed for the entire 

day. Everyone agreed that the experiment 

was a success. 

Plankton are midwater dwellers unable to swim 

against currents. They don't need to, since their world 

is a small volume of water around them, a little drift-

ing world inhabited by tiny plants -  unicellular microal-

gae, microscopic "herbivorous" and predatory animals 

-  infusoria, amoebas, various crustaceans, inverte-

brate and fish larvae; their gametes and eggs; algal 

spores;  



Message in a bottle 

 

The seashore in 50 years...  

Scientist interview 
 

R.: ñWhat do think  about the  present state of the 

Black Sea?ò 

 S.:ò   The Black Sea has a positive water balance, 

which results in a net outflow of water 300 km³ per 

year through the Bosphorus into the Aegean Sea 

(part of the Mediterranean Sea). Mediterranean   

water flows into the Black Sea as part of a 2-way    

hydrological exchange. The Black Sea outflow is 

less salinated and cool, therefore floats over the 

warm, relatively more salinated Mediterranean in-

flow. Even though, the health of the water is in dan-

ger because of the pollution.ò  

 

R.:òDo you consider that the species in the Black 

Sea are in danger? Why?ò 

S.:òYes I do believe that because of the poaching, 

of the polluting substances that get into the sea 

trough the Danube and because of the changes  

     suffered by the climate.ò 

  

 

R.:òWhat do you believe that will be the future 

of the Black Sea?ò 

S.:òThe waters of the Black Sea contain very little 

oxygen. As such, the rare forms of life that live in 

the depths of the inland sea, so-called extremophile 

bacteria, survive by metabolising sulfate in the wa-

ter. The sulfate fulfils a similar biochemical role to 

oxygen in respiration for these microbes allowing 

them to release the energy they need to live and 

grow from the nutrients they absorb from the water. 

With organic matter and waste pouring into the 

Black Sea from waterways running off 17 coun-

tries, the Black Sea has a serious environmental 

contamination problem. So the future of the Black 

Sea is variable. Whether we take action and save 

the sea or we do not involve in the problem, our 

sea`s health is depending on everybody, so we must 

be careful and do something to save it.    

      The seashore is a semiaquatic fringe 

community with enough species that makes it 

a real biome. The rise of these level is the 

one which influences the physical features of 

the seashore. 

In fifty years the sea will advance a lot which 

will make people  realize that the sea and the 

seashore need to be taken care of and will 

also protect its fauna and flora. Which will 

increase their process of development. 

Take care of the 
dolphins !!!  
Have fun and take 
a lot of pictures!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_balance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosphorus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saline_water

