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Inside this issue:  

A few weeks ago, a team of 

scientists came back from the 

Mediterranean sea é they had 

a extraordinary mission about 

the life underwater.  They 

studied the life of the dolphins 

é and  about much more sea 

creatures. We were stunned 

when they told us the whole 

story of their expedition. 

Seams like it was a great travel 

é in this newspaper we de-

scribe this wonderful trip. 

Hope you will like it é !!! 

 Get acquainted with life in the sea on-
board a research vessel! Step into scien-
tistsõ shoes and embark on an oceano-
graphic cruise, ready to sample and   
analyze your data in the laboratory!  
Together with your classmates, imagine 
and create a travel diary or a newspaper 
about an oceanographic cruise using the 
previous cruise 
diaries and the 
other resources 
available on the  
SESAME website!  
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The primary cause of this variability is the 

availability of light. All plankton ecosystems 

are driven by the input of solar energy and 

this confines primary production to surface 

waters, and to geographical regions and sea-

sons when light is abundant. A secondary 

cause of variability is the availability of nu-

trients.  

Zooplankton are initially the sole prey item 

for almost all fish  larvae as they use up their 

yolk sacs and switch to external feeding for 

Plankton consist of any drifting organisms 

that inhabit the pelagic zone of oceans, seas, 

or bodies of fresh water . Plankton are de-

fined by their ecological niche  rather than 

their phylogenetic  or taxonomic  classifica-

tion. They provide a crucial source of food to 

more familiar aquatic organisms such as fish.  

 

Plankton are found in oceans, seas and lakes. 

However, the local abundance of plankton 

varies horizontally, vertically and seasonally. 

nutrition. Fish species rely on the density 

and distribution of zooplankton to coincide 

with first -feeding larvae for good survival of 

larvae, which can otherwise starve. Natural 

factors and man -made factors can strongly 

affect zooplankton density and distribution, 

which can in turn strongly affect the larval 

survival, and therefore breeding success and 

stock strength, of fish species.  

Plankton é  

Photo of the day é  
òWe had the opportunity to be witnesses to 

the birth of a baby dolphin é it was extraor-

dinaryó  says one of the 

scientists. Well é I think 

it has to be really won-

derful to see and to 

capture this event. The 

pictures taken by the 

crew are beautiful é 

these are the photos of 

the day.     
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The birth of a baby 

dolphin é extraordinary é  

A stunning experiment é  
The experiment is about putting a chip on a 

dolphin and in this way to study him é his 

travel é his life from dry land. The scientists 

told us that they looked for a young dolphin 

to put the chip  on. When they caught it they 

fixed the chip on his back flipper paying 

attention to not harm him. After this opera-

tion they released him and they started to 

test the chip é to see if it works correctly. 

After two hours of tests they finally said 

what we were expecting é the experiment is 

a great success . From now on they will be 

able to study the dolphins from dry land 

without worry.  

 

Now é letõs see one of the scientists opinion : 

òit was a great experience é I was one of 

those who operated with the chip on the 

dolphin. I cannot describe in words how awe-

some is to know that you are tacking part at 

an experiment like this é even if it seems 

little é it is a really big thing to fix a new 

method of studying the life of the sea crea-

tures. ó 
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