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Expeditions on water

The SESAME project :
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graphic cruise, readly to sample and

analyze your data in the laboratory!
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Together with your classmates, imagine Photo of the day 2
and create a travel diary or a newspaper
about an oceanographic cruise using the The plankton 2
previous cruise
diartes and the Scientist interview 3
other resources
available on the " betw s
. essages petween
SESAME website! 9 )
youngsters and scien-
tists
The seashore in 50 3
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Inside Story 4

The oceanographic missi

A few weeks ago, a team of Seams like it was a great travel
scientists came back from the é in this newsp
Medi t erranean s e scribethiswonderful trip.

a extraordinary mission about Hope you will |

the life underwater. They

studied the life of the dolphins

é and about muc
creatures. We were stunned

when they told us the whole

story of their expedition.




A stunning ex
The experiment is about putting a chip on a

dol phin and in this way
travel é his |life from
told us that they looked for a young dolphin

to put the chip on. When they caught it they

fixed the chip on his back flipper paying
attention to not harm him. After this opera-
tion they released him and they started to
test the chip é to
After two hours of tests they finally said
what we were expecting
a great success . From now on they will be

able to study the dolphins from dry land

without worry.
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Photo of the

oOWe had the opportunity
the birth of a baby dol
dinarybéd says one of th

scientists.

it has to be really won-
derful to see and to
capture this event. The
pictures taken by the
crew are bea
these are the photos of
the day.
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Pl ankt on

Plankton consist of any drifting  organisms
that inhabit the  pelagic zone of oceans, seas,
or bodies of fresh water . Plankton are de-
fined by their ecological niche rather than
their phylogenetic or taxonomic classifica-
tion. They provide a crucial source of food to
more familiar aquatic organisms such as fish.

Plankton are found in oceans, seas and lakes.
However, the local abundance of plankton
varies horizontally, vertically and seasonally.
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The primary cause of this variability is the
availability of light. All plankton ecosystems
are driven by the input of solar energy and
this confines primary production to surface
waters, and to geographical regions and sea-
sons when light is abundant. A secondary
cause of variability is the availability of nu-
trients.

Zooplankton are initially the sole prey item
for almost all fish_ larvae as they use up their
yolk sacs and switch to external feeding for

nutrition. Fish species rely on the density
and distribution of zooplankton to coincide
with first -feeding larvae for good survival of
larvae, which can otherwise starve. Natural
factors and man -made factors can strongly
affect zooplankton density and distribution,
which can in turn strongly affect the larval
survival, and therefore breeding success and
stock strength, of fish species.
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